
QUALIFYING TREES:  

• Street  t rees located in  or  overhang ing the  pub l ic  r igh t -of -way ( inc luding  t rees located on pr iva te     
proper t y near  the r igh t -of -way) .  

• Trees located a long a l leys .  
• Her i tage t rees.   

• Publ ic  nu isances.  
• Deve lopment  landscaping areas.  
• Cit y park  and cemetery t rees .  

 

GENERAL PERMIT REQUIREMENTS:  

• Permit  appl ica t ions  for  new p lan t ing  or  prun ing may be f i led  by the adjacent  proper t y owner ,  or          
c i t y - l icensed Tree Care Spec ia l is t  a t  the Parks  & Recreat ion Of f ice wi th no fee.  

• Tree remova l  app l icat ions must  be completed by the proper t y owner  or  L icensed Tree Care  Spec ia l is t  
and submit ted in  person wi th  the $25 f i l ing fee.  

• Work  author ized by the perm it  must  be  complete wi th in 45  days  and in the  manner  there in descr ibed by 
the  Munic ipal  Arbor is t .  

• Any s t reet  t ree  that  is  removed must  be rep laced a t  the  d i rec t ion of  the Munic ipal  Arbor is t  wi th another  
t ree  as approved and recommend,  un less otherwise  determ ined.  

• The s tump of  the s t reet  t ree  shal l  be  removed to  at  leas t  s ix  inches below the sur round ing grade.  
• Adjacent  proper t y owners  are respons ib le fo r  proper  and complete  execut ion of  author ized perm its     

inc luding  s tump remova l ,  t ree rep lacement ,  and new p lant ings.  
• Street  t rees are requ ired to  be p lanted on land,  pub l ic  or  pr ivate,  border ing a l l  s t ree ts  in  any new     

subd iv is ion,  commerc ia l  deve lopment ,  and a long any widened or  rea l igned s t reet .  
• When plant ing new t rees remember  to cal l  before you d ig –  1 -800 -424 -5555.  
• No work may be star ted unt i l  the  permit  is approved.  

 

PERMITS REQUIRED:  

Maintenance Pruning -  Must  be Performed by a Licensed Tree Care Special ist :  
Limbs larger  than 1"  on C lass I  (smal l )  t rees .  
Limbs larger  than 2"  on any larger  t rees.  
Excep � o n s:   Pu b l i c  an d  p r ivat e  u �l i �e s  op era � n g u n d er  th e  ju r i sd i c�o n  of  th e i r  r e sp e c� v e f ra n ch is e  a gre e men t s  

or  p o l i c ie s  wi th  th e  c i ty  may ,  w i th ou t  a  p er mit ,  p er f or m su ch  ma in ten a n ce an d  c on st ru c �on ,  i n c lu d in g  s t r e et  t r ee  

p ru n in g ,  a s  may  b e  r eq u i red  to  p r ov id e  u �l i ty  se rv ic e  or  comp ly  w i th  th e  p u b l i c  sa f ety  re gu la �on s  u n d er  wh i ch  

th ey  op e rate .  

New Plant ing:  

An y  n e w t r ee  in  th e  p u b l ic  r i gh t - of - way .   Th e Mu n ic ip a l  Arb o r i st  mu s t  ap p rov e an d  may  ma k e r eco m men d a �on s  

on  sp e c i e s ,  s i ze ,  q u an � ty  o f  p lan �n g s,  an d  lo c a�on .   Lis ts  of  approved s t ree t  t ree    spec ies ,  categor ized by 
s izes smal l  through very large,  are  avai lab le in  the Parks  & Recreat ion of f ice or  a t  wwpr .us .   Spec ies  not  
on th is  l is t  must  be approved by the  Munic ipal  Arbor is t .    
Tree Removals:  

• A perm it  is  requ ired to remove any qua l i f ying s t ree t  t ree .   Completed appl ica t ions must  be f i led 10 days 
pr ior  to  the  work  date by e i ther  the proper t y owner ,  L icensed Tree Care  Spec ia l is t ,  or  ut i l i t y serv ice 
a long wi th a $25 f i l ing  fee.  

• Af ter  inspect ion the Munic ipa l  Arbor is t  may issue the perm it  i f  the  fo l lowing requ irements  are met :  
∗  The s t reet  t ree  in  quest ion is  dead,  d iseased,  hazardous,  or  otherwise  inappropr iate .  
∗  The workmanship  and methods proposed for  remova l  are sat is fac tor y.  
∗  Replacement  of  the s t reet  t ree is  assured unless the Munic ipa l  Arbor is t  determ ines rep lacement  is  

not  appropr ia te.  
• The Munic ipa l  Arbor is t  must  be  not i f ied at  least  two bus iness days pr ior  to  the work  s ta r t ing.  
• Work  author ized by the perm it  shal l  be  completed wi th in  the t ime spec i f ied  and in the manner  ou t l ined.  
• I f  s t reet  c losures are requ ired,  the proper t y owner  or  l icensed t ree care spec ia l is t  must  ob ta in  a      

R ight -of -Way Perm it  through the  Development  Service of f ice.  
• I f  the  Munic ipal  Arbor is t  notes  s idewalk  or  curb damage on the  perm it ,  no t i f icat ion wi l l  be provided to 

the  c i ty’s  Deve lopment  Services of f ice.  
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PERMITS REQUIRED: Continued 

• Only Ci t y of  Wal la  Wal la L icensed Tree Care Spec ia l is ts  are  author ized to remove s t reet  t rees  greater  
than 6”  DBH wi th the  except ion  of  pub l ic  and pr iva te ut i l i t y serv ices per form ing necessary mainte-
nance work .  

• Any s t reet  t ree  that  is  removed must  be rep laced a t  the  d i rec t ion of  the Munic ipal  Arbor is t .    
• Stump Removals:  

∗  Stumps must  be  removed to at  least  s ix  inches be low the  sur rounding grade.    
 

ACTIONS PROHIBITED BY ORDINANCE  

• Topping of  s t reet  t rees or  o ther  c i t y -owned t rees in  the  c i t y is  prohib i ted .  

• Unless spec i f ica l l y au thor ized by the  Munic ipa l  Arbor is t ,  no  person shal l  damage,  t ransplan t ,  or       
remove any s t reet  t ree or  other  c i ty -owned t ree .  

• Unless spec i f ica l l y au thor ized by the  Munic ipa l  Arbor is t  no person sha l l  p lace any objec t ,  f i l l  or  other  
mater ia l  wh ich may impede the f ree  passage of  a i r ,  water ,  or  nu tr ients  to  the roo ts  of  any s t ree t  t ree  
on c i t y proper ty.   L ikewise  no act iv i t y is  perm it ted wh ich  may compact  the soi ls  encompass ing the root  
zone of  any such t ree .  

 

EMERGENCY TREE MAINTENANCE:  

• Emergency s t ree t  t ree  maintenance may be per formed by ut i l i t y companies,  contrac tors ,  proper t y  
owners ,  and the c i t y due to  unforeseen c i rcumstances or  cond i t ions that  impose an immediate threat  
to  ut i l i t y s ys tems,  proper t y,  or  pub l ic  safet y.   On ly the work  requ i red to remove the immediate threat  
sha l l  be per formed.   Before per form ing any addi t ional  work  app l icat ion must  be made fo r  a s t ree t  t ree 
perm it  on the next  regular  work ing  day and approved by the  Munic ipal  Arbor is t .    

 

REQUIREMENTS FOR PROPERTY OWNERS & LICENSED TREE CARE SPECIALISTS:  

• Proper t y owners  may per form “ rout ine care”  wh ich  does not  requ ire a  perm it  inc lud ing prun ing of  l imbs 
smal ler  than one inch in  d iameter  on  C lass I  (smal l )  t rees,  or  smal ler  than two inches in d iameter  on 
larger  t rees,  water ing,  fer t i l i z ing,  and app lying pes t ic ides.  

• Proper t y owners  may remove t rees smal ler  than 6:  DBH in  s ize  wi th an  approved perm it .  
• Licensed Tree Care Special ists:   Any person or  company engaged in the bus iness of  t ree care wi th in 

the  c i ty,  spec i f ica l l y major  prun ing ( l imbs greater  than two inches in d iameter ) ,  repa ir ,  or  the remova l  
of  t rees  greater  than s ix  inches D.B.H.  in  s ize ,  sha l l  possess,  in  addi t ion  to  any o ther  perm its  or      
l icenses that  may be required  to  car r y out  such work  in  the c i t y,  a  val id  c i t y - issued Tree Care         
Spec ia l is t  L icense.   L icens ing  requ irements  inc lude :   a va l id  Washington State Contrac tor ’s  l icense,          
adequate l iab i l i t y insurance,  and Internat ional  Soc iet y of  Arbor icu l ture  cer t i f ica t ion .   L icens ing         
in format ion and app l icat ions are ava i lab le  th rough the Parks  & Recreat ion Of f ice.  

 

CURRENT LIST OF CITY OF WALLA WALLA LICENSED TREE CARE SPECIALISTS 

Boyd’s Tree Service –  509-585-4194   

Senske Lawn & Tree Care –  509-374-5018  

Town & Country Tree Service –  509-525-3231  

Woodsaver Mill ing -  509-520-1959  

  

APPEALS:  

• The appea l  process govern ing the t rea tment  and jur isd ic t ion  of  s t reet  t rees is  spec i f ica l l y out l ined in 
Chapter  12.49 of  the  Wal la Wal la Munic ipa l  Code.  

 

PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION:  

• Penal t ies  for  v io lat ion  of  the pract ices descr ibed here in are  spec i f ica l l y out l ined in Chapter  12.49 of  
the  Wal la Wal la Mun ic ipal  Code.  

Tree Permit Procedures 
WWMC Chapter 12.49 (Adopted 7/00) 
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